Almighty Father,
Look upon us and all of humanity, in this time of illness, as we
are affected by this new epidemic of the coronavirus.
We confide to you all those who suffer from illness, those who
are dying, and the hearts of so many who are stricken with
worry and concern for their loved ones, their friends, and for
their own wellbeing.
Give us the grace of serenity in the face of fear and suffering, so
that we can remember you regularly in times of anxiety. You are
the God of life and are our hope.
Your Son suffered physically and died, and is raised from the
dead in the Resurrection. Trusting in you, then, we pray
especially for the vulnerable, and those who are ill: protect them
and heal them of their illness.
We pray also for the dying that their time of passage to you in
death may be blessed and that they may find peace with you
through union with Jesus Christ.
We pray also for the medical community, that they be supported
and strengthened in this time of trial, and service, and that you
come to their aid and grant them wisdom and strength. May
they learn from this epidemic and grow in knowledge of how to
cure and treat disease, for the greater good of all.
May we not suffer from this or other new diseases. Free the
hearts of your children from anxiety, so that we can serve you in
this life with gratitude for your many great gifts, and entrust
ourselves to you serenely for the life to come.
We make this humble prayer to your goodness as Father,
invoking the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of all
our patron saints. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Bishop Hugh Gilbert OSB

